














A.P.POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 
	 REGIONAL OFFICE, ELURU 

VA% 1St 
'WIMP 

S.Venkateswarla 
ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER 

13-02, K.S.R.Thola 
Gavaravaram, 
Eluru — 534 003 
Phone : 08812 - 249668 
E-mail: elr.ro.ee@Pcb.aliciov.in  

Lr.No. 1424 /PCB/RO-ELR/2016-  12)11 

To 
The Tahsildar, 
Kalla Mandal, 
West Godavari Dist. 

"The Tahsildar, 
• 
Veeravasaram Mandal, 
West Godavari Dist. 

The Panchayat Secretary, 
Panchayat Office, 
Kolanapalli (V), Kalla (M), 
West Godavari District. 

The Panchayat Secretary, 
Panchayat Office, 
Andaluru (V), Veeravasaram (M), 
West Godavari District. 

The Panchayat Secretary, 
Panchayat Office, 
Unikili(v),Veeravasaram(M) 
West Godavari District. 

Sir, 

Dt.11 .12.2016 

 

Sub: APPCB, RO, Eluru - Environmental Public Hearing of M/s. Oil and Natural Gas 
Corporation Ltd., on proposed shale gas and oil exploratory drilling in Krishna - 
Godavari Basin at Kolanapalli (V), Kalla (M) and Andaluru (V), Veeravasaram (M), West 
Godavari District conducted on 06.12.2016 in the Premises of Sri Alluri Seeta llama 
Raju Memorial Hall, Beside Old Bus Stand, Bhimavaram (V&M), West Godavari 
District - Proceedings of the Environmental Public Hearing - Communicated -1  Display 
and access to public - Reg., 

Ref: 1. Public hearing held on 06.12.2016 in the Premises of Sri Alluri Seeta Rama Raju 
Memorial Hall, Beside Old Bus Stand, Bhimavaram (V&M), West Godavari 
District 

* * * 

This is in continuation to this office communications on the subject regarding public 
hearing conducted on 06.12.2016 in the Premises of Sri Alluri Seeta Rama Raju Memorial 
Hall, Beside Old Bus Stand, 13himavaram (V&M), West Godavari District pertaining to 
proposed shale gas and oil exploratory drilling in Krishna - Godavari Basin at Kolanapalli 
(V), Kalla (M) and Andaluru (V), Veeravasararn (M), West Godavari District by M/s ONGC. Public 
hearing was held on 06.12.2016. 

Yours faithfully, 

Enck 	 4...) 	 1  i 0 / 0 / V 
sta).. 

	 ENVIRe MEN i L ENGINEER 

v/Copy s' lifrill‘ed to the Chief' xecutive officer, Zilla parishad, Eluru, for kind infgeappica 
ENVIRONMBE.:4TRA.t.atiNEGI  fuNEr:TbFl \ 

Copy 
 

, Narasapuram, West Godavari dist. for kind information . 

Minutes of the ,environmental public hearing held on 06.12.2016 from 2.00 pm at 
Sri Alluri seetarama raju-  memorial hall, beside old bus stand, Bhimavaram (village & 
mandal), west odaveri-cli trict are here with enclosed for display in your office notice 
board for in -natlaNt170c -ss to public. 

‘-) 
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MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON  
06.12.2016 FROM 2.00 PM AT SRI ALLURI SEETARAMA RAJU  
MEMORIAL HALL, BESIDE OLD BUS STAND, BHIMAVARAM (VILLAGE 
& MANDAL), WEST GODAVARI DISTRICT FOR THE PROPOSED 
DRILLING OF TWO SHALE GAS AND OIL EXPLORATORY DRILLING 
WELLS ONE EACH AT KOLANAPALLI (V), KALLA (M) AND ANDALURU 
(V), VEERAVASARAM (M) IN WEST GODAVARI BASIN BY MIS. OIL 
AND NATURAL GAS CORPORATION LTD.,  

PANEL MEMBERS: 

Chairman: MD.Hasim Shariff, Additional Joint Collector, West 
Godavari Dist. 

Representative of the A.P. Pollution Control Board: Sri S.Venkateswarlu, 
Environmental Engineer, Regional Office, Eluru, West Godavari 
District, Andhra Pradesh 

Industry Representatives present: 

Dr.P. Chandrasekaran, GM-Basin Manager KG-PG Basin, M/s. Oil 
and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd., Rajahmundry. 

Sri A.V.V.S Kamaraju, GM-Head Forward Base KG-PG Basin, M/s. 
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd., Rajahmundry. 

At the outset, the Environmental Engineer, APPCB, RO, Eluru has welcomed 
the public gathering of the Environmental public Hearing. He informed that 
press notification regarding the public hearing was issued on 05.11.2016 in 
Eenadu Telugu New paper and in The Hindu English news paper. The press 
notification was issued in connection with the proposal of the ONGC for 
drilling two Shale gas/ oil wells one each at Kolanapalli (V), KaIla (M) and at 
Andaluru (V) in Veeravasaram (M). Cost of the project is Rs. 93 Crores. The 
distance between sites of the proposed wells i.e Kolanapalli and Andaluru is 
about 25 Km and hence Bhimavaram town which is at equidistance is fixed 
as venue for the public hearing so that public can attend the hearing 
conveniently. Draft EIA report and executive summaries in Telugu and in 
English are made available at various public office places as mentioned in 
the paper notification for access to the public for 30 days. Publicity was also 
given in the concerned villages about the public hearing. This public hearing 
is conducted as per the Government of India notification S.O. 1533 dated 
14.09.2006, where in certain projects like drilling of the oil wells etc required 
to obtain Environmental Clearance for which comments/ Objectives/ 
Suggestions of the public have to be solicited on environmental impacts and 
other pollution problems that may arise from the proposed activities before 
according environmental clearance by the MoEF & CC, GoI . The views/ 
objections and suggestions of the public would be recorded and the project 
proponent would give clarifications on the issues raised in the public hearing. 
Minutes in the public hearing incorporating all the views/ objections/ 
suggestions of the public would be submitted to the Government of India for 
further action on the application of project proponent for according 
environmental clearance. The project proponent would give detailed 
presentation on the project details, environmental impacts etc. 

Then the EE, APPCB, RO, Eluru requested the Additional Joint Collector, . 
Eluru to conduct the proceedings for the public hearing. 
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The Additional Joint Collector, Eluru informed that the public hearing is 
intended to solicit the views of the public on the proposed project of drilling 
of exploratory wells by the ONGC. Public have to express their views on pros 
and cons of the proposed project. He also informed that public can also 
submit representations and reports, if any, on the proposed project, which 
would then be incorporated as part of record of minutes and forwarded to 
the Government of India. The Additional Joint Collector requested the ONGC 
representative to explain to the public about the proposed project, its 
environmental impacts and preventive and control measures. 

Sir A.V.S.S. Kamaraju, GM (Geology)- Head, Forward Base K& G Basin, M/s 
ONGC has welcomed the gathering of the public hearing and explained about 
the project as follows: 

M/s ONGC is a government under taking company with Maharatna 
Status and completed 60 years in August, 2016 since establishment. 
Started with exploration and now M/s ONGC is engaged in exploration, 
Drilling and production of Oil in India as well as in 17 other countries. 
In India, ONGC activities are going on in 7 states such as Assam, 
Maharastra, Tamilnadu, Andhra Pradesh etc, which are found potential 
for exploration and production of oil. As far as Andhra Pradesh is 
concerned, only 3 districts i.e Krishna, West Godavari and East 
Godavari were found to contain oil & gas reserves. 
Observed gas reserves in the area during drilling operation carried out 
in 2014 in Narasapur Area. 
So far about 4.8 Million Tons of Oil and 79.3 Billion cum of gas are 
produced by M/s ONGC. Andhra Pradesh has profited to an extent of 
about Rs. 3000 Crores in the form of royalty and sales tax. 
ONGC is a responsible organisation and expended about Rs. 90 Cr 
during the last 10 years under corporate social responsibility. 
Present public hearing is for drilling of two wells such as SU- SG- A/ 
4400 mts at Kolanapalli (V), KaIla (M) and MA- SG-A/4300 mts at 
Andaluru of Veeravasaram (M). Exploration of shale gas availability at 
4.4Km/ 4.3 Km depth is the purpose of the proposed drilling projects. 
Cost of the project is Rs. 47 Cr for Kolanapalli well and Rs. 46 Cr for 
Andaluru well. 
Base line data of soil, water and air samples at different locations have 
been collected and analysed as per Pollution Control Board norms. 
These samples will also be collected and analysed during project 
activity and post project activity to assess impacts if any. 
The proposed project is only an exploratory drilling to assess 
availability of shale gas. 
The proposed activity requires 10 m3/ day of water for drinking 
purposes and another 10 m3/ day for drilling operations. 
5 Ac to 6 Acres of land is required for each location. 
Drilling activity to take place for 3-4 months. 
About 700 wells were dug since 1970s by ONGC so far in A.P, of which 
very few only found to yield oil and gas. 
85 wells were dug so far in West Godavari District, of which 5-6 wells 
only are yielding oil & gas.Many benefits such as increase in 
indigenous production of oil and gas, preference to A.P in gas 
allocation, increase of national and state revenues, decrease in oil 
imports, savings in foreign exchange besides capacity building and 
economic stability of the country accrue as a result of activities of 
ONGC. 
ONGC is presently producing 0.295 Million tons of Crude oil and 0.619 
BCM (Billion cubic meters) of oil in K-G Basin. ONGC is producing more 
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natural gas 	22.57 Billion: Curn Compared. to other oil companies in 
:India, 	H • 	. 

j• Actual activities to be under taken at the drilling Site are drill site, 
! 	preparation, rig mobilization, drilling, testing, capping,;  abandonment 

: and site restorations.  
Drill site is.  identified after survey and the identified site is acquired by 
ONGC through revenue authorities; 
ONGC has 7 rigs operating at different places. These rigs are 
transported from one plate of drilling to another and drilling activity is,  
under taken; Each drill site will be of 120 m x 160 m size and bore size 
will be 30", 	 : 

1. 	All rigs owned by ONGC are ,electrical rigs unlike earlier diesel rigs. 
' 	Drilling is carried out both vertically and inclined depending on site 

conditions. 
.• There will not be any ground -water pollution because of inner and 

' outer casing provided for a depth of 200 m - 300 m below the.ground. 
Final bore size will be about 7" at the deepest point. 
Drilling is a critical activity because of increase of temperature lower 
strata as drilling goes deeper and deeper. Hence, drilling is very 
expensive, Shale ga8 will be available at 4000 m in shale rock 
formation below ground level. 	. 
HDPE lined pits will be provided to Store drill cuttings and drill mud. 
Drilling will be vertical:only. 

The General Manager (Geology) has .explained with the help of slide 
'preSentation about the air quality data, Soil-  quality' data, noise level, water 
quality, 'air quality impacts (air Modelling), base line air quality parameters 
vis- a- vis during drilling operations etc. He explained that only Bentonite, 
Barites and other earth based materials are used and hence no damage to 
environment eXpected. He explained about environment management plan 
in detail. Drill:cuttings of 5 to 10 Tons per day are washed, collected in HDPE 
lined waste pit, then sundried and covered with nature soil as drill cutting do 
,not contain any Hazardous material. All measures will . be taken to .ensurec 
that no waste water seeps into ground, noise levels will be maintained within 
limits, personal protective equipment will be: provided. Steel protective 

:casing will be provided in the well. .ETP will be provided to treat the 
:wastewater. Measures will be taken for protection of flora and fauna around 
the site etc. Our Corporate Social Responsibility activities particularly focuses 
on providing toilets for girls Schools, computers, providing drinking water 
'facilities such as :RU plants in villages, aiding for educational improvement 
etc. Water facility is provided to 24 educational institutions located in 
phimavaraim Kalla and Veeravasatarn Mandal.-.  

In case of possibility for availability :of gas, 30.: in x 30 in fencing will be 
provided around site otherwiSe well will: be capped as per standard safety. 
procedures. in case of blow outs, an onsite emergency plan is also in place 

'to tackle Such blow Out situation. 	- 

The GM (Geology), Mis ONGC concluded his presentation and stated that all 
the activities of ONGC will be carried out in transparent manner and: 
,requested public to cooperate.  

The Additional JOint Collector informed the pUblit that the ONGC has 
explained the details of activities to be under taken.  by them and requested, 
the public to come forward and express the views/ Objections/ suggestions. 

Comments/ views/ Objections/ Suggestions expressed by the public 
during the, public hearing are summarized as furnished below: 

	

. 	, • 
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Sri Satyanaryana Murthy, Assistant Secretary, CPI, Visakhapatnam: 
He expressed serious apprehension about adverse environmental after 
affects because of shale gas exploration drilling activities. ONGC has not 
explained in detail about the shale gas exploration. Neither the ONGC has 
got technical expertise in shale gas exploration. Many developed countries 
like America banned shale gas exploration long back. A group of doctors/ 
physicians for social responsibility made a study and declared through 
reports that environmental consequences of shale gas production would be 
disastrous. About 2 crores litres of water is required for fracking operations 
of shale gas exploration, which results in ground water pollution, adverse 
health effects to surrounding people and cattle. Because of these adverse 
effects, shale gas production has banned in America. The ONGC should have 
given details of adverse effects that happenend elsewhere in the world 
where shale gas exploration was undertaken. Reports of the project were not 
kept for public access at Kolanapalli and Andaluru as mandated in ETA 
notification. ONGC explained to the villagers only about the CSR activities 
and ONGC activities, but not displayed ETA reports in Telugu. No awareness 
was created to the villagers, which is against law. Environmental 
consequences and not the profitability of a project shall be critically reviewed 
for accepting any project. He apprehended that shale gas exploration and 
production will also go private from ONGC as government is inviting foreign 
private companies to invest in shale gas exploration in India. Even public 
sector undertakings are not taking proper measures for environmental 
protection. Pollution Control Boards are operating with inadequate staff to 
act affectively. PCB may impose fines, but it is in vain when the damage 
cause cannot be restored or rectified. He opposed the conduct of public 
hearing for the reasons stated above and denying the cancellation of public 

hearing. 

Sri B.V.Varma, CPM, Bhimavaram, West Godavari District: 
He opined that the way public hearing is conducted is against law and also 
against the land acquisition act 2003 and orders of the Hon'ble National 
Green Tribunal and Hon'ble Supreme Court. Demanded to conduct the public 
hearing at the two villages at Kolanapalli and Andaluru. As per Supreme 
court orders, public hearing shall be conducted within 1 Km radius of the 
project site. No public from villages have attend the hearing. Many countries 
have already banned the activity, which itelf is a proof that the proposed 
project would cause serious environmental consequences. 700 chemical are 
going to be used in the drilling activity. The chemicals would cause genetic 
disorders, abortions etc. Demanded that the proposed drilling activities shall 
not be allowed in highly rich agricultural delta of this area. He strongly 
opposed the public hearing and demanded to conduct the same in the two 
villages. 

Sri Ramachandra Raju, RIO Andaluru (V), Veeravasaram(M), West 
Godavari District: 
He enclosed the opinion expressed by Sri. B.V.Varma, CPM. He requested 
the project proponent to remove the solid waste dumped in his land at 
Andaluru which is existing adjacent to the proposed drilling site. He sought 
to know the impacts of disposal of solid waste generated due to drilling 
operations, more specifically to his lands. He requested ONGC authorities to 
safe guard the interests of adjacent farmers. He also demanded to keep in 
place a compliant redressal mechanism so that the grievances are redressed 
effectively. He also suggested to .have a toll free number to address the 
problem faced by the public. 

Sri R.Rama Krishna, Agricultural Labour Union, Regional Head, 
Bhimavaram: 
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ONGC in their presentation promised many. 'measure to tackle emergency 
,situation. But, in practice they are not implemented A fire accident occurred 
.due to drilling activities at Nagendrapuram, near Nagidipplern Village. Water 
body also got contaminated due to oil: ONGC did not supply even drinking 
water in Spite of protests by the villagers, All the nearby houses developed 
cracks due to drilling operations. No compensation paid till now. In such 
'state of affairs, public hearing without the presence of the concerned village. 
people is not justifiable. Hence, the pUblic hearing has to be conducted in 
The presence of villagers: 

3.NarOgimha Murthy, Konithivada, Veeravasaram (M): 
He opposed the proposed activity. He stated that he surrounding people 

:located In the nearby villages are in a state of fear and strongly rejected the 
'activity as their Villages will suffer clue to earthquakes, low yieldS of 
agriculture and ill health as the proposed activity releases toxic , gases. 
'Project should not be allowed without the acceptance of the two villages 
where drilling activitieS are proposed: 	. 

Sri Yerneni:Nagendra, president, Farmers Federation: 
:He categorically stated that ONGC is not having required experience in shale' 
: gas exploration and hydro fraeking. NO information available as to whether 
ONGC acquired the required skit's: It is quite clear that other countries are' 
ibanning shale gas exploration. But., ONGC is going ahead with shale gas 
exploration. In these circumstances, a committee' consisting of officials of 
:ONGC, environmentalists and Ideal people shall visit other countries and find! 
out the reasons for banning the shale gas exploration and for the 
environmental damages occurred in. those countries: People are frightened 
!about the drilling activities, Already there is a petition filed in Hontle High 
Court on land subsidence clUe to drilling operations: Huge quantities of water 
are required to refill the Wells and :finding water source is challenge. Toxic 
:chemicals and Hydrogen Sulphide gas will harm surrounding environment. 
Promises and commitments made by ONGC are seldom implemented and 
:ONGC being a Government organization no action can be taken against it. 
Action taking body i.e., PCB' is insufficiently: Staffed. He opposed the 
proposed drilling activity of ONGC, 

:Sri M. Krishnan-1 Raju, Secretary, Krishn Godavari Parirakshanat 
Samithi, Bhimavaram: 
Conducting public heating at Bhiinavaram depriving the participation of the:  

affected villages is not correct and proper: Many adverse effects. are 
expected from the proposed drilling activities. Government is not responding' 
to court orders in petition on land subsidehce. Drilling activity causes land 
subsidence and also Sea level rising. ONGC cannot go ahead without taking 
local people into confident° and analysing: pros and cons. He opposed the 

project. 
• Sri. P.Satyanarayana, Kalla(M), West Godavari District: 

'He opined that the publie hearing Shall be:conducted in the two villages and 
not in the Bhirnavaram. Opinion of the two villages shall be taken by 

	

conducting public hearing at two villages. 	• 

,Sri V Sunanda Reddy-, Fnvitonoleptalist. president, Dharittil  

Paryaavarana Parirakshana Samstha; Nalgonda: 
While welcoming the project, he expressed the following; 

:1: ONGC shall take required steps to protect the ecological balance in the 

surroundings. 
2. To coiled the data of the health status of the people ,crop, production 

status and ground water evai[abiiity status within 10 km radius where' 
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the drilling of' two shale gas and Oil exploratory wells proposed to be,  
taken up, 	 • 
To construct rain water storage tanks for, collection of rain water 
during monsoon. I 
To take up plantation nearby the surrounding villages in addition to 
the plantation proposed in 'the project area. 
To take up study on the ground water levels before and after' 
exploration to have base line data. 
To pay the lease amount in advance to the land owners. 
To develop green belt in the villages. 

8, To, allot cess from the gas exploration to the affected ylllages 
development. 
Skill development training to unemployed youth and employment 'to 
the local people: 

To form co‘ordination committees with villagers to take up 'plan.  
of action for utilization of CSR funds. 

Sri Dr.Matlapudi Satyanaryana, Associate Professor, Dept. Of 
Environmental Sciences and, Advisor, Krishna Godavari Protection 
Counsel, Bhimavaram: 
There is always a conflict between development and environment. Hence, 
sustainable development is the need of the hour. They approached the court 
also opposing the drilling activities because damage to environment cannot 
be compensated. People must have been educated in detail about the 
project activities which would have facilitated in expressing Views/objections. 
Conducting public hearing without publicity and information and under police 
protection is not proper and hence cannot be Impartial. Even drilling process 
is not explained in the report. There .are incidences of land subsidence in 
states like Gujarat and in our State also in Godavari Districts. He opposed' 
the project. 

Sri Panduranga Raju, Kumuduvalli (V), Rashtra Rythu Karyacharana 
Samithi: 
They came to know that the ONGC is planning to drill 70000 wells in hydro 
fracking process in Krishna Godavari Delta Basin: ONGC has not mentioned 
any control measures to control harmful emissions. 20000 acres of 
agricultural land in Krishna, East Godavari and West Godavari District would 
be damaged and consequently farmers, farm workers etc., would be put to 
great loss. These projects are taken up by the Government to finally 
handover to the private corporate entities. He requested Government not to 
go ahead with the project and hence the project shall be cancelled. 

Sri K.Venkat Rao, Undi, President, A.P.Agriculture Labour Union: 
They visited Kalla village and Andaluru village and came to know that. 
nobody knows about the public hearing. He demanded to conduct public 
hearing in the two villages after giving wide publicity and then only a 
decision has to be taken on the project. 

Sri B.Satyanaryana, Kalla (M), W.G.Dt: 
People of delta area are suffering from ill health such as cancer. Incidences 
of cancer in public have increased due to environmental pollution. He opined 
that conducting public hearing at Bhimavaram instead of the two villages is. 
not correct and proper. Govt is not giving any priority to the local people in 
allocation of gas. This project is taken up with an ulterior motive of profiting 
private corporate companies like Reliance. He astonished that when the 
developed countries have banned the shale gas exploration and hydro 
fracking for environmental reasons, how our Government is going ahead 
with such destructing practices. Ground water gets polluted. This projeCt is 

Page 6 of 8 



:of no use to the public, instead it will damage the health of: the people. He 
:opposed the project, as it is against the land acquisition acts also. 

Sri Y.Rajesh, Human Rights forum, General Secretary: 
He criticized inaction on the part of the authorities for not taking any actiOn 
'against the responsible though accidents such as 2014 Gat Accident of Gail 

East Godavari Distritt, Bhopal Gas tragedy etc, happened. It is very 
difficult to understand the technical issues mentioned in the EIA report even 
'by the educated. He opposed the project. 

Sri Srinivas, CPM, Dindi (V): 
He questioned as to why public hearing is conducted at Bhirnavaram instead 
of in affeCted villages. He demanded that public hearing shall be conducted 
in the affeCted villages only. He also opposed shale gas exploration and 
production because it is banned in other countries because of environmental 
concerns. 

.Sri B.Srinivas, Andaluru (V): 
Ha opposed the project as it involves dangerous activities that may destroy 
highly rich agricultural belt. Criticized that ONGC acquires land in the 
villages, but conduct public hearing elsewhere, which is not correct. People 
are frightened about the project. Hence, public hearing has to be conducted 
in the two villages. 

Sri Vaitla Vidhyadharam, Secretary, District Rythu Sangham: 
He opined that conducting public hearing in Bhimavaram instead of the in. 
affected villages is not according to law, Authorities have not even 
responded to explain the reasons for conducting the public hearing in 
Bhimavarm. He demanded reply from authorities. 

.Sri M.Sitaram Prasad, CPM Secretary, Bhimavaram Town: 

.He opposed the project and public hearing because neither wide publicity is 
given in villages nor reports were made available in the villages. As this 
project is of no use to the public, they will strongly oppose the project. 

Sri T.Ananda Rao, District General Secretary, Human Rights Forum: 
He also questioned .about the conducting public hearing in Bhimavaram 
instead of the affected villages. He opposed the project because it adversely 
affect the health of the people, 

Sri Ambati Kumar, Madhurapudi; Mandavali (M), Krishna District: 
He informed that his house is located at 90 mtrs from the drilling site. He 
questioned that in case' of damage to his house, whom to approach for 
redresSal, Authorities are unresponsive. Crop damage assessment is also not 
;done properly. 
The Additional Joint Collector, Eluru reiterated that all the protests are 

,recorded: 	. 

Sri CherukUri Venugopala Rao, Krishna District' 
Drinking water availability is in-  deplorable condition in this delta area 

-particularly after division of the state. ONGC has not done social impact 
:assessment in the two villages, 

Sri D.Prabhakar, District Secretary, CPI,.Elur0: 
He opined that the proposed shale gas drilling is different from the natural 
gas drilling. This is not divulged by the ONGC in their presentation. Shale 
gas: drilling is very, clangerbUs as it involves use of 700 chemicals and 
consumes 2 Crore litres of water. ONGC and government shall also 'make an 
assessment ,as to whether the shale gas exploration is beneficial or a' 
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concern for the environrhent and human beings. Then only public hearing 
has •to be conducted after wide publicity in the villages. He opposed the 
project. 

Chand Bhasha, TaderU, Bhimavaram: 
Accidents could not be averted even though ONGC has emergency plans iflJ 
place, which shows the apathy of the officials. There is no effective 
Mechanism to act in cases of accidents. There is danger of•cleavage in earth 
due to shale gas drilling operations. He opposed the shale gas drilling: 

The Additional Joint Collector, Eluru requested the ONGC Official to give 
clarificatiOns. 

At this juncture, the pubpt again opposed the public hearing. 

Sri A.V.S.S. Kamaraju, GM, M/s ONGC.  has clarified that shale gas drilling: 
process proposed by ONGC is totally different. In other countries, drilling is: 
carried out horizontally at, only 500 m below grbund, whereas ONGC.  
proposes Only vertical drilling and that too upto 4000 meters below, ground. 
He also informed- that shale gas production will be undertaken only after 
detailed and extensive studies and analysis and in safe manner. 

Then the Additional Joint Collector, Eluru concluded the public hearing-
:proceedings. 

Sd/- 	 Sd/- 
Environmental Engineer, 	 Additional Joint Collector' 
Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board, 	 Eluru, W.G.District. 
Regional Office, Eluru.W.G.Dt. 

// TSFBO // 

Environmental Engineer 
A.P. Pollution Control Board 

Regional Office 
Eluru 
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Proceedings of the Environmental Public Hearing of M/s. Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation Limited (ONGC) proposed an Exploratory Drilling of Shale Gas and 

Oil Well in KG Basin for development drilling well at Kalavacherla Village, 

Alamuru Mandal, East Godavari District held on 04.02.2017 at 11.00AM at 

Government Junior College Grounds, Kothuru Centre, Alamuru, East Godavari  
District.  

In accordance with the Notification No.S.0.1533, Dt.14.09.2006 of Ministry of 

Environment & Forests, Government of India, New Delhi, the Environmental Engineer, 

Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board, Regional Office, Kakinada published 

Notification in two leading Telugu & English newspapers for conducting Public Hearing 

and inviting suggestions, views, comments and objections from the Public on the 

Proposal of M/s.Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited. M/s.Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation Limited has submitted application for its proposed project of Exploratory 

Drilling of Shale Gas and Oil Well in KG Basin for development drilling at Kalavacherla 

Village, Alamuru Mandal, East Godavari District. The Public Hearing was held on 

04.02.2017 at 11.00 AM at Government Junior College Grounds, Kothuru Centre, 

Alamuru Mandal, East Godavari District. The proceedings of the above Public Hearing 

are as follows: 

The following Panel of Public Hearing was present and recorded the 
proceedings: 

Sri J.Radha Krishna Murthy 

Sri. D. Ravindra Babu 

Joint Collector-II, 

East Godavari District. 

Chairman of the Panel. 

Environmental Engineer, 

APPCB, Regional Office, Kakinada. 

Member Convener, 

The attendance of the Public Hearing is kept as Annexure 'A' 

At the outset, the Environmental Engineer, A.P.Pollution Control Board, Regional 

Office, Kakinada, welcomed the Joint Collector-II, East Godavari District and the 

attendance of the Public Hearing to participate in the programme. He informed to the 

public that M/s.Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) approached A.P. 

Pollution Control Board on 23.12.2016 for proposed project of Exploratory Drilling of 



2 

Shale Gas and Oil Well in KG Basin for development drilling at Kalavacherla Village, 

Alamuru Mandal, East Godavari District with Terms of Reference (TORs) copy issued 

by Ministry of Environment & Forest and Climate Change, along with required number 

of copies of draft EIA, Executive summaries and requested for conducting Public 

Hearing as per procedures laid down in Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Notification, 2006. The District Collector, East Godavari District, Kakinada has 

nominated Sri J.Radha Krishna Murthy, Joint Collector-II, East Godavari District as 

Chairman of the Panel for conducting the Public Hearing. Earlier, the District Collector, 

East Godavari District, Kakinada suggested, date, time and venue for conducting of 

Environmental Public Hearing. After approval and fixation of the same by the Member 

Secretary, A.P. Pollution Control Board, the Regional Office, Kakinada issued a Paper 

notification and the same was published on 03.01.2017 in The New Indian Express and 

Eenadu daily news papers. The required information i.e. Draft EIA report and Executive 

Summary in Telugu & English both hard & soft copies were kept in the respective 

places for public access at the offices of District Collector; Zilla Prasishad; Revenue 

Divisional Office, Amalapuram & Ramachandrapuram; District Industries Centre, 

Kakinada; Mandapeta Municipality, Mandapeta; Tahsildar, Alamuru & Mandapeta; 

Penikeru, Alamuru, Kalavacherla Gram Panchayaths; Regional, Zonal, Head Offices of 

A.P. Pollution Control Board as per the procedure laid in the EIA Notification, 2006 

inviting views, objections, suggestions from the public. In response to paper notification, 

Environmental Engineer APPCB, said that 2 representations were received from Sri 

Vootkuri Sunanda Reddy, Environmentalist, Dharithri Paryavarana Parirakshana 

Samstha, President & Dr. K.Babu Rao, Chief Scientist(Retd), Hyderabad as on public 

hearing date and same were communicated to the project proponent for their remarks 

kept as Annexure- 'B'. He also informed to the public that in the paper notification 

people are requested to attend the public hearing to express their views, suggestions, 

objections, comments etc., He requested the Joint Collector-II, East Godavari District to 

start the proceedings. 

The Joint Collector-II, East Godavari District welcomed the general public to attend 

the public hearing on the proposed Exploratory Drilling of Shale Gas and Oil Well in KG 

Basin project at Kalavacherla Village, Alamuru Mandal, East Godavari District. He 

informed to the public that the project proponent Mis.Oil & Natural Gas Corporation 

Limited would explain the kloposed project details and after that any peison, 

representing any institution or on his own as individual can express their views clearly 

and all the proceedings would be recorded vidoegraphically and also suggestions, 
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advises if any would be recorded in the minutes and same would be submitted to the 

Government. He also requested the general public that before expressing their views, 

suggestions etc., the name of the person and village shall be informed so as to clearly 

mention in the minutes. He also assured that all the people who are attended the public 

hearing would be given opportunity to participate in the meeting with freedom to 

express their views. He requested the project proponent to explain the proposed project 

in detail. 

Sri A.V.V.S. Kamaraju, GM (Geologist), Head Forward Base M/s.ONGC, 

Rajamahendravaram welcomed the general public to the meeting. He informed that 

M/s.ONGC is a Government Organization and started its functions in the year 1956. It 

is a Maharatna Company. The main functions of the organization are exploration and 

production of oil & gas as an upstream company to support the downstream companies 

of refineries. He also informed that M/s.ONGC has been carrying its operations in 17 

countries and at 37 places in the name of M/s.ONGC Videsi Limited. He also informed 

that M/s.ONGC carrying out its operations in the sedimentary basins in 7 States in 

India. Visually Rajastan, Cambay basin, Mumbai, KG Basin, Kaveri Basin, Assam. 

Rajahmundry Head Quarters were established and 1st  well i.e. Narsapur-1 was 

established and drilled upto 4 KMs deep and indicated gas availability. He also 

informed to the general public that after lot of surveys in the area it was established that 

only 3 districts visually East Godavari, West Godavari and Krishna districts have 

possible oil & gas reserves and since then M/s.ONGC has been carrying out its drilling 

& exploration operations. About 600 wells were drilled till date, out of which some of the 

wells have oil & gas and some other wells not useful. He also informed that till now, the 

M/s.ONGC has exploited about 5 Million Tonnes of oil and about 29 Billion Cubic 

Meters of Gas in KG Basin. About 3830 Crores of revenue generated to the State 

Government. He also informed that M/s.ONGC is a responsible organization and a 

Government Institute, which is under control of the Director General of Hydro Carbons 

and policies are being implemented without any deviations. He also informed that the 

M/s. ONGC has to inform the OSD about their operations and every operations would 

be carried out after obtaining approvals from OSD and no further operations would be 

carried out without permissions. He also informed to the public that M/s.ONGC has 

spent about Rs.90.0 Crores under CSR activities in the area. He also informed that the 

proposed activity i.e. exploratory drilling would be carried out upto 4 KMs deep 

vertically in Mandapeta MDSA field at Kalavacherla Village, Alamuru Mandal, East 

Godavari District with an estimated cost of Rs.44.0 Crores. He also informed to the 
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public that exploration of oil & gas is the biggest scientific gamble on the earth, because 

success rate is less than 50%, even though, the organization has vast experience of 36 

years. As per the guidelines of Pollution Control Board 3 parameters such as quality of 

Air, Water & Land environment would be assessed before, during and after 

establishment of exploratory drilling operations. About 10 KUday of water would be 

required for domestic purpose and about 15 KL/day of water would be required for 

drilling purpose. About 5 — 6 acres of land is required for the proposed project. The 

proposed exploratory drilling operations may be completed within 2 months (or) 3 

months to the maximum duration of 5 months time based on the results. He also 

informed to the public that 50% of the human activities are depending upon gas citing 

the examples of domestic LPG gas, power etc.,. Crude oil requirement is about 173 

MMTPA and production in India is about 37 MMTPA only, out of which M/s.ONGC is 

the major crude oil producing company in India besides M/s.Oil India Limited and other 

small oil producing companies. M/s.ONGC has been producing about 25.9 MMTPA 

since 1956 and also producing 22.5 Million Cubic meters of Natural Gas annually. Out 

of the annual production of 25MMTPA of Crude Oil production, the M/s.ONGC has 

been producing about 0.3 to 0.6 MMTPA of Crude Oil only in KG Basin. Hence, the 

possibilities of exploration of oil in the KG Basin is very high. Initially, survey would be 

carried out in order to finalize the site for establishment of exploratory drilling well. 

Subsequently, the machinery will be transported to the site and it would be installed. 

Initially, 30 inch diameter bore would be drilled and reduced to 7 inches while deep 

drilling further. He also informed that about 99% of the wells would be drilled vertically. 

Before drilling, conductor casing would be provided upto 50 to 100 mfrs., which is filled 

with cement in order to prevent the contamination of ground water. Casing would be 

provided upto 300 mtrs., and 400 mtrs., and there would not be ground water 

contamination and not to cause disturbance to aquifers. For drilling purpose, mud 

containing bentonite and barites which is naturally available mineral would be used. 

Drilling operations would be carriedout with various diameters from initially 30 inches to 

7 inches. Sedimentary rocks would be generated during the drilling operations. Shale is 

a non porous rock which is formed about 25 Crore years back and existing at about 4 

kilometers below the ground. Shale rock contains oil & gas and the gas existing is 

methane gas which is nothing likc goober gas. Conventional drilling would be carried 

out, which is as similar to the 600 wells drilled by M/s.ONGC. The Government of India 

has given consent to M/s.ONGC for exploration of shale gas to increase the domestic 

production. A pilot well is proposed in East Godavari District for exploration of shale 
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gas. The main aim of the proposed project is to bring out 4 inch diameter entire width of 

the core rock for analysis, whether oil & gas are existing in the rock for further course of 

action. If, oil & gas are available in the rock the project would be proceeded to the next 

phase for which perforations will be made in 3 to 4mtrs., length in the casing and hydro 

fracturing would be carried out using 99% of water and 1% of other chemicals, so as to 

produce the gas from the shale rock. Gums, low grade potassium, formaldehyde would 

be used in the drilling operations. Ambient Air Quality, Water, Soil and Sound were 

monitored was monitored in all the three villages before establishment of proposed 

project and all the parameters would be within the standards stipulated during the 

drilling operations. M/s.ONGC would follow all the precautionary measures in order to 

prevent the impact on surrounding environment. If, oil& gas is available, the company 

would go further, otherwise it would be closed as per the safety norms issued by OISD. 

M/s. ONGC has been allocating funds for development of the area in East, West 

Godavari & Krishna Districts towards health, education, drinking water supply, 

sanitation at schools, infrastructure etc., under CSR activities. 

Sri Chirla Jaggireddy, Hon'ble MLA, Kothapeta Constituency questioned the 

M/s.ONGC authorities that how much CSR funds had been allocated particularly to the 

Alamuru Mandal, as about 30 wells are already operating in and around the mandal. 

While replying to the query raised by the Hon'ble MLA, the ONGC authorities informed 

that they have received proposals for a cost of about Rs.70.0 Lakhs, depending upon 

the requirement, availability of funds, they have been allocating the funds on priority. 

Sri China Jaggireddy, Hon'ble MLA, Kothapeta Constituency expressed his 

concerns that the ONGC has been allocating funds to the entire district and not to the 

villages of affected people, where the ONGC has been carrying out its operations. He 

also expressed his concerns that 22 people were died due to an oil company citing the 

example of Nagaram pipe line gas leak incident and the oil companies have been 

squeezing the people and questioned the ONGC authorities about the development 

activities carried out in the area. He also expressed his concerns that the people and 

the farmers in this area are being affected financially due to damage of roads, bore 

wells in the area and ONGC authorities have been allocating funds to the entire District 

or State. He also alleged that the ONGC authorities have not even intimated to the 

Sarpanch and 1st  citizen of the village of Kalavacherla, where the proposed project is 

established. He also questioned the ONGC authorities that whether they have 

responsibility to intimate the proposed activity to the Sarpanch of Kalavacherla village 
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and have taken the permission from the Gram Panchayat prior to establishment of the 

proposed project. He also expressed his concerns that the ONGC had already started 

its activity without obtaining permissions from concerned Gram Panchayat and 

Environmental Clearance. He also questioned the ONGC authorities that whether 

Public Hearing can be conducted after commencement of its activity. He also 

expressed his concerns that the proposed project cost is Rs.44.0 Crores and the 

proposed project shall be implemented in the National interest, but, it should be come in 

proper way, re-iterating that the project has already started its activities before 

Environmental Clearance and now, conducting Public Hearing. He also expressed his 

concerns that ONGC authorities informed that the proposed activity would be carried 

out in Mandapeta area, but, the proposed site is lying in Alamuru Mandel. He also 

asked the ONGC authorities regarding development activities that would be carried out 

particularly to the villages and to Alamuru Mandel. 

While replying to the queries raised by the Hon'bel MLA, the ONGC authorities 

informed that they have not yet started its activities because of the feasibility with the 

land owners not yet finalized. He also informed that the ONGC authorities have already 

informed to the Panchayat Sarpanches concerned regarding the proposed activity. 

Sarpanch, Kalavacherla expressed his concerns that the ONGC Authorities have 

already started works without obtaining any permission from the Kalavacherla 

Panchayat. The ONGC authorities have not followed in proper way for obtaining 

statutory permissions required from Tahsildar & Panchayathi and also informed that 

ONGC heavy vehicles moving in the village posing traffic hazard and also damaging 

electrical lines. 

The ONGC authorities once again informed that they have not started its proposed 

works of the particular proposed well and land was not yet acquired. They also 

informed that works are being carried out in the existing 30 Nos. wells and the 

proposed shale gas exploration drilling is not yet started. 

Sri B.Prasada Rao, Installation Manger, ONGC informed to the public that the 

proposed site is located in between the villages of Kalavacherla & Chintaluru and the 

works are not yet started pertaining to the proposed shale gas exploratory drilling 

project as contended by the people He also informed that works being carried out in 

the existing one well at renikeru and adjoing coming 3 wells only. He also assured that 

works will be started only after obtaining all the requisite permissions from various 

departments and the ONGC has been taking proper precautionary measures and 
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utmost care while transporting equipment to the site without creating inconvenience to 

the local residents. 

Sarpanch Kalavacherla expressed his concerns that due to the proposed project in 

the limits of Kalavacherla would create water pollution thereby pollution of agricultural 

lands and health problems to the residents and asked the ONGC authorities in writing 

regarding the safety measures and pollution control measures that would be taken. He 

also requested the project authorities that employment shall be provided to the 

educated people in the village and shall adopt the village for development. 

The ONGC authorities informed that only after obtaining all the requisite permissions 

from various departments and after land acquisition or with owner consent only they 

would start the activity. He advised the Sarpacnh to furnish the proposals of 

requirement such as furniture, toilets, drinking water requirement for the Government 

Schools in the village for consideration. 

Sri Thalia David, State SC Finance Corporation, Ex.Director, Alamuru informed 

that for the last 30 to 35 years ONGC has been carrying out its activities in and around 

Alamuru Mandal and expressed his concerns that inspite of activities being carried out 

in and around Alamuru Mandal, the ONGC authorities have named as Mandapeta KG 

Basin Block and requested the project authorities to change it as Alamuru Mandal 

immediately. He also expressed his concerns that buildings of junior college, schools, 

bore wells in the agricultural lands were damaged due to activities of ONGC and the 

people in this area faced huge financial losses. He also informed that the ONGC 

authorities have been allocating small budget for development programmes and 

demanded for sufficient budget allocation for development of public amenities in the 

area under humanitarian grounds. He also suggested that sufficient financial assistance 

shall be given to the farmers and to the people of this area by ONGC authorities and 

shall conduct medical camps regularly as health of people is affected due to ONGC 

activities in the area. 

Sri S.Prasanna Kumar, Zilla Parishad Opposition Leader, East Godavari District, 

ZPTC, Ravulapalem expressed his concerns that the ONGC authorities have not 

clearly presented the ill affects of proposed activity in the surrounding environment and 

also expressed his concerns that the ONGC authorities have not clearly presented the 

activities and budget allocation under CSR activities, which are required to be 

mentioned clearly. He also informed that there is a system to be followed for allocation 

of CSR funds and it should be 2% of the total turnover of the company. He also 
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informed that the ONGC has been carrying out its activities for the last 30 years in this 

area and asked the ONGC authorities regarding the Budget allocation and development 

activities being carried out in this area under CSR till date, as expressed by the Hon'ble 

MLA earlier. Though, the ONGC authorities allocated funds for sanitation, infrastructure 

facilities to the very limited schools located in this area, he expressed his concerns that 

due to drilling operations, lot of damage would be envisaged by the way of damage of 

buildings, roads etc., in this area, for which what type of financial assistance would be 

assured by the ONGC. He also opined that the ONGC authorities shall inform to the 

general public about the CSR funds allocation and the development activities that 

would be carried out. 

Sri China Jaggireddy, Hon'ble MLA, Kothapeta Constituency opined that the 

ONGC authorities have not yet clarified the CSR funds allocation in this area for the 

past 35 years. He also opined that the location of the proposed activity is in the limits of 

Alamuru Mandal, which was also an Assembly Constituency earlier and suggested that 

the name of the proposed location shall be altered mentioning the concerned village 

and mandal instead of Mandapeta Block and if, recorded as Alamuru Mandal, it would 

be useful while allocating the CSR funds to this area in future. He also suggested that 

the ONGC authorities shall declare and develop model villages by adopting the villages 

where the activities being carried out by the company. He also opined that the project 

authorities have not clearly expressed the precautionary measures that would be taken 

during the drilling operations to prevent explosion or accident. He also asked the ONGC 

authorities regarding the precautionary measures that would be taken to protect their 

life by written commitment as suggested by the Sarpanch, Kalavacherla. He also 

alleged that the ONGC authorities have not been fulfilling the commitments pertaining 

to development activities, citing the example of fund allocation to fishermen community, 

which is pending for the last 8 years. While welcoming the project, he suggested that 

the ONGC authorities shall declare nearby villages in and around Alamuru Mandal as 

model villages and shall implement development activities such as construction of 

underground drainage systems and house sites to the poor under CSR funds. He also 

alleged that the ONGC authorities have been carrying its activities in this area and 

allocating CSR funds in other areas, thereby, the ONGC authorities are doing injustice 

to the local people. He requested the ONGC authorities to develop the Government 

School in Alamo' u, which has about 120 years of history. He also suggested that the 

ONGC authority shall carry its development activities duly involving the public 

representatives into consideration. Employment opportunity being given to the public 
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shall be informed. We support ONGC for development, but it shall develop the villages 

by adopting the concerned villages. 

Sri Reddi Subrahmanyam, Hon'ble MLC while welcoming the general public and the 

participants, expressed his concerns that though, ONGC is a Public Sector unit, the 

activities being carried out by the company is causing damage to the environment in the 

area. He also opined that there are lots of preventive measures that can be taken in 

order to prevent the damage to the environment. He also alleged that the people, public 

representatives have not known about the public hearing as wide publicity was not 

given about the proposed public hearing. He also opined that before public hearing, 

wide publicity shall be given in the area, where the project is proposed. But, no publicity 

was given. He also alleged that the public hearing has been conducting by the 

authorities for sake of obtaining permissions from various departments without involving 

large public participation. Even, the Sarpanch and MPTC also not aware of the public 

hearing. He also alleged that no publicity was given even in Alamuru Head Quarters 

regarding the public hearing. He opined that if the authorities really want to explain the 

project details to the general public, the public hearing shall be conducted again after 

wide publicity in this area to general public and also involving public representatives, 

NGO's, farmers etc., ONCC is exploiting Natural resources of this area, causing 

damages to the roads and environment. Incidents of occupying of burial grounds also 

happen. But not contributing for development of the area. Not even developed 

greenbelt in the area. CSR funds of about 2% as required shall be utilized in this area 

for development. Issues shall be discussed by organizing round table conference. 

Public representatives starting from Sarpanch to MLA shall be involved. We will support 

ONGC as earlier, but before taking up of projects in future ONGC shall give an 

assurance that will not causes any damage to environment in the area and will 

compensate to area for exploring resources by allocating funds for development of the 

area. He also opined that the proposed meeting is to express the views, objections etc., 

by the general public, but not the officers attended and requested the authorities to take 

decision accordingly. 

Dr. E.R. Subrahmanyam, District Honorary President, Jana Vignana Vedika, 

Amalapuram while appieeiating the District Administration and ONGC for organizing 

the Public Hearing opined that exploration of oil & gas is essential for decrease of 

imports to cater the needs of the country from positive side. He also opined that oil & 

gas deposits in the country shall be treated as National property and carry management 
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and distribution to the general public as per Article 297 of Indian Constitution. He also 

informed that huge oil & gas exploration has been carrying out in KG Basin for the past 

30 years by Government companies such as ONGC, Oil India and some other private 

companies. He also expressed his concerns that for the past experience in Konaseema 

area, it was revealed that there would be lot of environmental impact due to three 

phases of activities such as exploration, drilling and production of oil & gas. He also 

alleged that due to activities of ONGC particularly onshore activities, causing lot of 

damage to the environment and to health of the public in the area. He also expressed 

his concerns regarding frequent blowouts in this area if, ONGC has been taking utmost 

care while carrying it's activities using State of Art Technology. He also opined that 

frequent gas leakage incidents, blowouts in the area and accidents are happening, 

citing the example of Nagaram incident, where 22 people died in the M/s.GAIL pipe line 

blast. He also informed that the pipelines in this area are existing like atom bomb under 

their foot and people in this area are living with fear & scare. He also alleged that due to 

activities of oil & gas exploration, salinity of ground water in this area has been 

gradually increasing and questioned the ONGC authorities about the ill affects of 

salinity and studies conducted in the area due to their activities. He also opined that 

there is a need for maping of aquifers in this area by the ONGC and it should be 

brought to the notice of the public. He also requested the project authorities that the 

quality and quantity of ground water shall be studied and it should be brought to the 

notice of the public before and after commencement of its activities. He also expressed 

his doubts regarding land subsidence due to exploration activities of ONGC and other 

companies particularly in Konaseema area and questioned the ONGC authorities 

regarding the studies being carried out on land subsidence and it should be brought to 

the notice of the public. He also opined that the people in this area supporting the 

exploration activities because of National interest. He also expressed his concerns that 

inspite of the huge revenue due to exploration of oil & gas in this area, the budget 

allocation if any to this area is insignificant under CSR activities. He also informed that 

they do not require CSR funds that are being allocated in the area and ONGC shall 

clarify the fears of the local people on existence, future and assurance to their life 

primarily and requested the project authorities to inform the general public regarding 

technology that has bccn using. He also enquired the project authorities regarding 

disposal methods of the solid hazardous waste that is being generated during the 

exploration, drilling and development and production phases, whether, these wastes 

containing chemicals are disposed of scientifically or not. He also informed that more 
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than 300 types of chemicals are being used and most of the chemicals are toxic in 

nature and if, these chemicals mixes with ground water accidentally, there would be lot 

of ground water contamination in this area and may lead to affect on public health. 

While welcoming the project he opined that the project authorities shall clarify all the 

doubts and fears expressed by the public and a white paper shall be released on the 

activities that are being carried out. 

Sri Muthyala Srinivasa Rao, Manava Hakkula Vedika expressed his concerns that 

even though one MLC suggested for conducting of public hearing again duly giving 

wide publicity and involving more public representation, the officials have been 

continuing the public hearing process, for sake of permissions to the project authorities. 

He also alleged that the exact location of the proposed site is not clearly mentioned in 

the EIA report, as the proposed site at Kalavacherla as mentioned in the EIA report, 

could not be traced out on the map and the point of proposed site is nearly tallying with 

the co-ordinates near Pedapalla Village instead of Kalavacherla Village as mentioned in 

the EIA report. He also informed that two proposals proposed in West Godavari District 

in Veeravasaram and KaIla Mandals, for which Environmental Public Hearing 

conducted on 6th  December, 2016. He also opined that the ONGC authVities explain 

their positive aspects of their activities only suppressing the actual situation and alleged 

that there would not be any reality on ground. He also alleged that the ONGC has 

started its activities well in advance of five months prior to Public Hearing and without 

Environmental Clearance from concerned ministry on their proposed exploratory drilling 

at Veeravasaram Mandal, West Godavari District. He also alleged that if, there would 

not be any impact on environment due to exploration of shale gas, why shale gas 

exploration was banned in entire world, citing the examples of closure of shale gas 

exploration by America, Bulgaria, Geunany etc., He also expressed that as per the 

scientists opinion, lot of poison materials would be generated due to exploration of 

shale gas. He also informed that Inspite of the information available in various books 

and internet, the ONGC authorities informed to the general public that there would not 

be any ill affects due to shale gas exploration. He also opined that due to shale gas 

exploration methane gas would be produced which is more hazardous than Carbon Di-

Oxide and also causes global warming. He also questioned that why the ONGC in India 

started exploration of shale gas inspite of ban worldwide and to whom it would be 

beneficial. He also expressed his doubts that whether the shale gas that is proposed to 

be explored would cater entire needs of the country. He also opined that the reserves of 

shale gas in country would cater for 10 to 15 years only. He also alleged that the ONGC 
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started its proposed activity for the benefits of private companies only citing the 

example of M/s.Reliance Company. He also opined that for exploration of shale gas, 

cracking is required and it would affect water, air and land environment. The water 

requirement for the proposed project would be in lakh liters and asked the authorities 

from where it could be taken, as the area is already suffering with water scarcity. He 

also alleged that due to activities of ONGC for the last 20 years, land subsidence 

occurred upto 4 ft., depth and same was filed in the Hon'ble High Court of AP and in-

turn, the High Court constituted a expert committee. He also alleged that due to land 

subsidence, the Sea level increased, results in intrusion of salt water through creeks 

and drains thereby causing the lands in the area infertile and decreasing agricultural 

productivity. While welcoming the development, expressed his concerns that they are 

against the untenable development only. He also opined that exploration of shale gas 

would be destructive and it has to be put in public forum of scientists for discussion. 

ONGC was penalized for the accident occurred at Nagaram in which 22 people died. 

There were some lapses in making of dry gas. So at letast in future to avoid people 

agitations, required precautions shall be taken. 

Sri Vegesina Subba Raju, Lecturer expressed his concerns that the proposed shale 

gas exploration is a political decision and due to oil & gas exploration, fertile lands in 

this area are damaged and also opined that delegated legislature shall be changed, 

natural reserves deposited since crores of years is being exploited indiscriminately by 

causing damage to environment and scientific community shall step in. Kolleru area 

and agriculture land in delta area are already damaged. He appealed the public to 

debate the issue and change the regulations. He opined that sustainable development 

shall be encouraged for the existing and future generation. 

Sri Yalla Ravi Raju, Pedapalla expressed his concerns that the proposed site is 

located in the area of Pedapalla basin and named it as Mandapeta Block. He also 

expressed his concerns that the ONGC has not given employment opportunities to the 

local village people, even though they have been carrying its activities since long time 

and the ONGC authorities shall show the employment opportunities that were given as 

per records. He also expressed his concerns that due to release of gas from the 

existing wells, they have been facing sevete smell & noise pollution especially during 

nights thereby causing inconvenience. He also expressed his concerns that they have 

been witnessing hot atmosphere in the village even in winter season due to nearby 

exploration activities. They are taking up activities besides on bund, but still no activity 
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was taken for concrete/bitumen top of the road. He also alleged that the ONGC 

authorities have not given any compensation to the houses damaged due to exploration 

activities earlier especially to the SCs. He also alleged that nobody knows the 

measures that should be taken during the gas / oil leakage incidents and they have 

been facing lot of health problems. ONGC shall clarify the measures they proposed and 

shall take up the works of those that benefit the poor. 

Dr.Ch.Ravi Kumar, State President, Jana Vignana Vedika informed to the public 

about their activities such as "Science for people and Science for development" and 

also informed to the public that they are not against the science. While drawing the 

attention to the project, he requested the project authorities to inform the safety 

measures/standards that would be followed during the exploration activity, citing the 

examples of Pasarlapudi Blowout and Nagaram GAIL Pipeline blast wherein 22 people 

died. He also opined that due to hydro cracking operations proposed by the ONGC, two 

types of pollution i.e. water pollution due to usage of chemicals and air pollution will be 

generated and suggested to the ONGC authorities that proper pollution control 

measures shall be implemented in order to prevent the ill affects on the surrounding 

environment and to the nearby residents. He also suggested that the ONGC authorities 

shall inform the general public about their proposed activities transparently and shall 

obtain consent from the local famers, villagers before setting up the project and shall try 

convince the people if necessary as a Social Responsibility in democratic way. He also 

suggested that ONGC authorities shall designate and notify a local responsible 

authority to take immediate action and to provide information to public citing the 

examples of news items published in news paper regarding leakage of pipelines and 

Nagaram pipeline blast incident etc., He also opined that if a local responsible authority 

office is established, the nearby people would approach the authority immediately to 

intimate the problems they are facing such as water contamination, smell nuisance, gas 

leakage of pipeline etc., thereby preventing the accidents. He also suggested that the 

ONGC authorities shall create awareness among the people where the activity is 

proposed by way of gramasabhas prior to public hearing process, so they can 

understand the situation. He also opined that the allocation of funds under CSR shall be 

increased. He also opined that the ONGC has been allocating funds mostly for welfare 

of the people and he appealed that instead of allocating the funds for welfare, allocation 

of funds towards skill development pi °grammes for the local people may be considered 

as that would be more beneficial, more employment would be created for the trained 

youth in different organizations. Finally, he suggested that the ONGC authorities shall 
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take in to consideration of all the issues discussed as earlier as a Government sector 

unit and take it as a public Social Responsibility and represent the fears, suggestions 

and objections of the local people before the Government. 

Sri V.Sunanda Reddy, Environmentalist, Nalgonda welcomed the proposed project 

and informed that still more than 80% of Oil and Gas shall be explored to meet the 

requirement of the country and thereby we can decrease the burden on Government for 

import of oil and gas. He also opined that the money saved from import of Oil and Gas 

can be used for development of the country. He also suggested that the ONGC 

authorities shall go forward for exploration of more oil and gas arid without ill affects on 

the surrounding environment. He also suggested that the ONGC authorities shall carry 

the study of ground water availability and health status of the local people shall also be 

surveyed. He also suggested that the ONGC authorities shall take up massive 

plantation preferably fruit verities, medicinal plants, which can be useful to local people 

in the area under CSR activities. He also suggested that more preference shall be 

given to health, plantation purpose and drinking water supply under CSR activities. He 

also suggested that the ONGC authorities shall allocate funds for skill development of 

the local people, so as to get more employment opportunities to the locals. While 

welcoming the project, he requested the panel committee to recommend the proposal 

of M/s. ONGC to MoE&F, CC, Government of India for facilitating them with 

Environmental Clearance. 

Sri P.Siddu, PDSU, expressed his concerns that exploration of shale gas would cause 

damage to the Environment and Public Health and demanded for cancellation of 

permissions for the proposed project. He also informed that as per the scientific study, 

exploration of shale gas causing health problems such as cancer in America. He also 

opined that it would be more dangerous to human life due to exploration of shale gas. 

He also opined that these type of destructive activities are being invited in the name of 

development, citing the example of Nagaram gas pipe line blast. He also informed that 

the proposed site is located in agricultural lands and questioned the ONGC authorities 

regarding the employment opportunities that would be provided to the land loosers and 

to the educated youth in the nearby villages particularly to the Daliths, SCs. He also 

reiterated that he is completely against the proposed project, as it causes 

environmental damage and health problems to the people, though the project 

authorities are government organization and also against exploration of shale gas in 

world wide. In Bhairavapalem Crores of rupees worth gas being taken away from the 
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area, but there are many poor people living without cooking gas connections. 

Development is being enjoyed only by rich people but its fruits not at all passed on to 

the poor. Pre public hearing should have been conducted. He also expressed concern 

that the oil companies have been allocating very small budget under CSR funds, inspite 

of huge revenues to them. 

Sri H. Swami Prasad, President, Confederation of SC, ST Organization, Alamuru 

Mandai, East Godavari District informed that ONGC has been carried out its activities 

for the past 30-35 years in this area. As a science teacher, suggested that ONGC 

authorities shall look into protection of public health, in addition to the Environment 

Protection. He also suggested that the ONGC authorities shall develop green belt. 

He also requested that good developing programmes shall be designed under CSR to 

the socially backward and economically backward people in this area. He also opined 

that maintenance work by private parties may not be upto the mark, because of their 

greed for profit and suggested that maintenance responsibility shall be vested with 

ONGC only. He also requested that good programmes shall also be designed under 

CSR, to encourage the sports as more talent is available in this area. He also 

requested the authorities that medical facilities shall also be developed. 

Durga Prasad, CPIML, New Democracy informed that they had been created 

awareness among the people in Penikeru, Kalvacherla, Pedapalli, Alamuru regarding 

consequences due to shale gas exploration project for the past three days. He also 

informed that the ONGC authorities have not taken permission from Kalvacherla Gram 

Panchayath and not even intimated to the Sarpanch about the proposed project and not 

obtained public opinion from the villagers of Kavacherla and demanded that the project 

activities shall be stopped immediately, as no representation from Kalvacherla and 

Penikeru village people. He also opined that the project authorities have been 

explaining positive aspects of project only, due to this the people in this area are not 

aware about ill affects due to this project so they are not active and suggested that wide 

publicity shall be given in this area for active participation of the local public. He further 

demanded to stop the shale gas activity stating that they and the villagers are opposing 

the proposal. 

Giridhar, Rajahmundry; while welcoming the project, requested the project authorities 

to provide employment to the locals and experienced persons like him. If he employed 

in ONGC organization, he could create awareness and educate them and also the 

standards that are being implemented by the organization. He also opined that people 
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shall allow ONGC to explore more gas and oil to cater our daily needs and also opine 

that the ONGC authorities would follow safety measures for exploration. He also 

informed that people who have any doubts approach the organization under RTI act, 

2005, in order to obtain the information pertaining to the standards that are being 

followed. 

110 

Sri Ganugula Krishnarjuna Rao, Sarpanch, Kalavacherla: informed that ONGC 

authorities have been carried out its activities at Kalvacherla village for the past 25 

years and they don't aware of the new proposal, before attending this public hearing. 

He opined that development is required and they would support. While welcoming the 

project, he suggested that plantation shall be developed. He also requested the project 

authorities that the authorities shall adopt their village for various developmental 

activities like, health, education to the people. He also requested to provide 

employment to the skilled people in the village. He also informed to the project 

authorities that they would give full support to the ONGC in future also. He also 

requested that ONGC authorities shall give their financial support to the poor people for 

house sites. He requested the authorities to forward to his panchayat regarding details 

of schemes they proposed to implement in their village for welfare of the villagers. 

Sri G.Sesha Rao, Kalavacherla Village while interacting slated that ONGC is not 

responding to RTI requests not allocating any funds to village for last 25 years. lie also 

informed that Jana Vignana Vedika, Human Rights Vedika, PDSU created lot of 

awareness about this public hearing in our village better than ONGC and authorities. It 

facilitated their villagers to attend the hearing. 

Sri Kamaraju, ONGC, Rajahmundry Assets: while replying to the queries raised by 

the general public, informed that the rock existing in underground in this area is 

Mandapeta sand stone. The nomenclature generally followed while naming the well is 

name of the subsurface rock followed by the village name, where the well is proposed 

to be located. It is the name of the filed. In such a way proposed well name is 

mentioned as Mandapeta block kalavacharla village. 

Oil production of ONGC is about 25 MMTPA, out of which oil production in KG Basin is 

less than 1%, due to this Rajahmundry Asset has potentiality for more exploration of oil. 

ONGC authority does not allocate funds based on their individual asset like 

Rajahmundry under CSR. ONGC allocate budget duly considering all the cumulative 

production In the country Including Bombay basin, Assam etc., and out of which 2% ot 

the profit would be allocated. He also informed that need based allocation will be 

considered citing the example of allocation of Rs.10. Lakkhs to Rajahmundry central 
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Jail for skill development. Hence, advised to make arrangement for skill development 

and approach ONGC for that as ONGC may not come up on its own. 

He also informed that though the catastrophic disaster occurred in Nagaram gas pipe 

line incident earlier in GAIL pipe line leakage, it is the responsibility of every oil 

company in this area including ONGC, in order to prevent such type of incidents in 

future. 

The employees of ONGC have special skill and can drill high pressure and High 

temperature reservoir wells. Though, there were accidents leading to property loss, no 

human loss reported in ONGC organization till date. 

ONGC will consider the representation of Fisherman community and requested public 

to bring the proposals again for consideration. 

ONGC has about 1320 employees working at Rajahmundry asset. Officers would be 

recruited through centralized process by way of written test followed by interview. 

Indirect employment in ONGC is available through contractors and about 1500 persons 

are working at Rajahmundry assets and most of the employees working area local 

people only. 

It is the responsibility of ONGC, if any destruction occurs due to exploration of shale 

gas. The proposed project Is a pilot project and only one well be dug up to 4.0 Kms 

vertically to explore gas in Phase-I to know gas availability. Phase —II will be carried out 

to know the feasibility of hydro fracturing process. It is not true to states that 

construction activity was started in the said two locations proposed in West Godavari 

district without permission from MoEF & CC. 

The location of the proposed well at kalavacharla is not yet finalized. Compensation to 

the land is also not at finalized. 

He also requested to the people organize a meeting to discuss the issued raised 

regarding ground water contamination, land subsidence, air pollution due to exploration 

of Oil and Gas in the area, so as to conclude weather ground water contai nination, land 

subsidence occurred are not 

It is also to informed to the public that the Hon'ble High Court of A.P. Constituted a 

Garg Committee and directed to submit a report within six months and the committee 

visited the area along with petitioner and it was opined that no such incident of land 

subsidence witnessed in the area due to Oil and Gas Exploration. 
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He also informed that the committee in its report concluded there is no possibility of 	. 

land subsidence, as there was no change ground elevation before and after 

establishment of wells. 

As per the directive of the Horthle High court, a third party study was entrusted to Delta 

Studies Institute, Visakhapatnam for which ONGC allocated Rs.1.0 Crore. Studies are 

being carried out in 30 base stations in KG basin, and readings are being Recorded 

every month and 1st  & 2nd  interim reports were already submitted to High Court directly 

by the third party agency and submission of final report is due in March, 2017. 

Intrusion of salt water is not because of exploration Oil and Gas and ground water is 

saline in this area even before the Establishment of ONGC, before 1969. He also 

informed that the ground water in the D/s of Dowleswaram barrage is always saline 

because of high and low tide effect. 

Shale gas mainly consists methane, which is very similar to Gober gas. 

Effluent generated would be treated in Effluent Treatment plant and after treatment 

same would be re-injected in to abandoned wells and ONGC does not discharge any 

waste water in to nearby canals, rivers. 

The ONGC requested the general public that representation may given may be 

allocation of CSR funds and ONGC allocate funds on priority basis duly following the 

procedure. ONGC received representations for the works worth Rs.70.0 lakhs has 

compensation to the buildings damaged due to survey carried out by ONGC recently. 

About Rs.8.0 Crores worth proposals are under process in this area under CSR 

activities. 

ONGC will give the details of CSR funds proposed to be allocated to kalavacharla and 

Alamuru Mandal in writing as asked by Hon'ble MLA and Sarpanch Kalavacharla. 

ONGC has already taken up the shale gas exploration in Cambe basin and drilled up to 

2700Mtrs, but the results are not up to the mark. ONGC does not have experience in 

Shale gas exploration, but it has vast experience in Establishment of wells, Casing and 

digging of wells for oil and gas exploration. ONGC would give contract to experienced 

agencies to carrying out for Hydro fracturing operations. 

The peptised site is an agricultural land and location of the site is not at finalized and 

ensured that operations would be carried out away from habitation. 
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ONGC does not acquired land permanently for establishment of exploratory wells, land 

would be taken on lease temporarily. 

The following are the representations received during public hearing process by the 

Panel on the dais, and the same are kept as Annexure-'C'. 

S.No. Name and address of the person 
 Sri M.Durga Prasa, Secretary 

CPI (ML) New Democracy, Korlammapeta, 
Rajamahendavaram, East Godavari District. 

 Sri G.Swamy Prasad, President 
Confederation of SC, ST Organization, 
Blue Building, Main Road, Alamuru Mandal, 
East Godavari District. 

 Sarpanch, 
Gram Panchayat, Kalavacherla Village, 
Alamuru Mandal, 
East Godavari District 

 Villagers of Kalavacherla, Alamuru Madal, 
East Godavari District. 

 Sri M.Srinivasa Rao, 
Human Rights Forum, District Secretary, 
Ramanthapur, Hyderabad. 

 Dr. Ch.Ravi Kumar, State President, 
Jana Vignana Vedika, AP 

 Sri Kommu Naraayudu Maadiga, 
MRPS Mandal President, 
Penikeru Village, Alamuru Mandal, 
East Godavari District. 

While concluding the public hearing the Environmental Engineer, has read 

over the abstract ot the above mentioned proceedings chronologically and clarified that 

the process of Public Hearing was strictly followed as per the procedure laid down in 

EIA Notification, 2006. As per the notification, Public Hearing notice was issued in two 

news papers well before the 30 days. Draft EIA and executive summaries in English & 

Telugu were displayed at all the notified offices for information of the public and 

Dandora Tom Tom was conducted in the villages and followed the public hearing 

process strictly. The public can obtain copy of the minutes and CDs from Pollution 

Control Board office or from Offices mentioned in the paper notification. These details 

and the project proposals will be reviewed by the Experts committee of the 

Government The FE, AP Pollution Control Board clarified that the public hearing 

proceedings are followed as per the procedure laid down in EIA Notification, 2006. 
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The Joint Collector-II & Addl. District Magistrate, East Godavari District 

concluded the Environment Public Hearing informing that all the views expressed by 

the public on proposed ONGC project and developmental activities were recorded and 

entire proceedings of the public hearing was video-graphed. The minutes of the public 

hearing and videograph will be sent to the Government for taking necessary action on 

the project. He informed that the approved copies of minutes will also be displayed in 

local Gram Panchayat offices for public access. The people may view these reports 

also. 

The Joint Collector-II & Addl. District Magistrate, East Godavari District concluded the 

Environmental Public Hearing with vote of thanks. 
0 

) • 

Environmental Engineer 
A.P. Pollution Control Board, 
Regional Office: Kakinada. 

Lab-o 
Joint Collector-Il and Addl. District Magistrate 

East Godavari District. 
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